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OAKE HALL NEWS
Best wishes for the New Year to all our local residents and hall users. We have had 
a very busy year again, with bookings professionally dealt with by Annie Barrett - 
thanks to her diligence we have funds to maintain the hall and carry out the stream 
of repairs which are inevitable with a well used building and equally popular 
recreation space. Please consider the time of day when you contact her and 
respect her family time: an email with your initial enquiry gives her opportunity to 
prepare her response, and try to arrange picking up keys during normal hours.
We have recently said sad goodbyes to Claire Bimson who has cleaned the hall for 
us for a number of years, quietly fitting in between the bookings. We welcome 
Shelley who has taken up the challenge - please be considerate when you use the 
hall and help by taking your rubbish away with you.
Nevertheless, if you experience any problems while renting the hall, please contact 
a member of the committee as soon as possible.

OAKE FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Each Wednesday between 10 and 2.30 there is an opportunity for those of us over 
50 to meet together at the hall, to share a meal and companionship and to enjoy 
some entertainment - this could be Bingo, Dominoes, cards,  dancing and exercise 
for example. However volunteers are needed to help serve refreshments including 
a main meal at lunchtime, help with the washing up and if you wish, join in the 
entertainment. Please contact Jemma Lawson  07786 190221 for more details, and 
help to support this group which has been going for at least 20 years.

OAKE TODDLER GROUP
This group meets in the hall on Tuesday mornings at 9:15 during term time and 
offers a welcome to all toddlers and their carers. A lovely selection of age related 
toys are now available thanks to the Sunshine Fund. More information is available 
on our Facebook page “Oake Toddler Group” in the future.

OAKE PLAY AREA
At last we have painted the goal post and replaced net for the keen footballers - and 
moved the posts to allow the worn grass to recover!
Recently we discovered a small area of rot in the decking adjacent to the bridge - 
this proved to be a much larger job than expected (nearly £1000) but our priority is 
to keep our users safe.
We hope to have resolution on the repairs to the large climbing frame shortly and 
once that is done, we will carry out the annual sand-dig and replenish the sand, 
when your help will be invaluable!

A group who raise a considerable amount for charity and use the hall several times 
a year have asked whether we could provide a plate warmer - they use the oven 
but would like to offer their meal on hot plates. Would you have such a piece of 
equipment looking for a new home?



It would be a real bonus for us all in the Community if we could a find a few 
new members for the club which is solely to support the upkeep and 
maintenance of our village hall.
Why not join the 100 Club, or if you are a member, take out another 
number and help your hall committee keep this popular amenity in good 
order.
One number costs just £12 a year and the chance of winning is much 
greater than the Big Lottery , though regrettably we are not able to offer 
such grand prizes!
 Contact Hilary Weller   01823 461331.

September October November

£30 Neil Fillery Barbara Senik Cheryl Lowe

£10 David Mitchell Cheryl Lowe Val Fanning

£5 Tony Sturmey Kevin Cottrell Phillipa Archer

100 CLUB DRAW

100 CLUB DRAW

Thanks for your support - additional numbers are always available, and 
profits from this help significantly towards hall maintenance - last month our 
faithful commercial dishwasher required repairs, and the oven needed a 
new seal. The gents’ toilet wall tiles which were dangerously loose have 
now been reinstated - a very smart job too! Please contact Hilary Weller 
01823 461331

OAKE PARISH COUNCIL
The next meeting which is open to the public will be on Thursday 11 
January 2018 at 7.00 pm in the Pig ‘n Whistle Lounge at the Village Hall.
If anyone wishes to receive the Parish Council Agenda and draft minutes by 
email, please let the clerk know your email address. The Parish Clerk is    
Mr David Gliddon  email oakepc@outlook.com or 07828 210076

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN NEWS
The volunteer group and Parish Council have been successful in gaining the 
National Lottery grant to pay for a neighbourhood survey to ask all in the 
community what they would like to see in terms of Social, Environmental 
and Economic development for the future and what you value and what you 
don't about the Parish. The outcomes of the survey would therefore point us 
towards what we can do to solve any issues arising by developing policies 
and a plan. Following this,  we would like to gather specific views in a 
household survey to update the previous  survey done by Taunton Deane 
and 1st Step Homes. We really need everyone to answer these surveys. We 
will be developing them in January with the help of the Somerset 
Community Council. For more information please see our web page: 
http://oake.org.uk/parish-plan.php 

mailto:oakepc@outlook.com
http://oake.org.uk/parish-plan.php


OAKE AND DISTRICT W.I.
PROGRAMME FOR 2018

Date Speaker Subject

25th January Christine 

Skelmersdale, 

Broadleigh Gardens

Where Does Your Garden Grow?  Around 

the world in 80 plants

22nd 

February

Sarah Webb Willow weaving workshop (members only 

– limited numbers)

22nd March * Adrian Webb 600 years of Somerset Maps

26th April Clive Dunster “Rough Justice” – Retired Police Dog 

Handler

24th May* Brian Holmwood (AGM & Resolutions) Ramblings of a 

Retired Ironmonger

28th June * Frankie White Visit to Blagroves Farm Robotic Dairy Unit

26th July Pam Martin Free Machine Embroidery Pictures

23rd August Sarah Messenger  

27th Sept Emma Jones Somerset Wildlife Trust

25th October Jan Waters J W Blooms – Flower Nursery and Cutting 

Garden

22nd 

November

 Christmas Meeting

 

 

* Open meetings (gentlemen may attend)

 

Members may bring visitors to any meeting (gentlemen only permitted to open 

meetings) at a fee of £4.

* Open meetings (gentlemen may attend)

Members may bring visitors to any meeting (gentlemen only permitted to open 

meetings) at a fee of £4.



  

   
“Sunshine Fund” Grants from the New Rendy Solar Farm Funds.

Oake Village Hall requested a grant in 2016, for repairs to the Play 
Equipment, and was awarded £2000 to help with this.
Oake Mini Day Centre supports roughly 14 elderly residents of the 
parish by offering regular sessions where members can get together and, 
increasingly, take part in gentle activities. This group received £500 to 
purchase some new equipment and to run some outings.
Two years ago, a large Cedar tree fell in the churchyard. There is a large 
piece of the trunk remaining which Oake Church would like to have 
carved into a sculpture. This application was awarded £750 towards the 
cost of the project.
Our Parent and Toddler Group meets most Tuesdays for about an hour 
and a half in the main hall at Oake and District Hall. This application to 
purchase replacement toys was given £750 to enhance the experience 
for the toddlers.
Oake and District Shop made an application and was awarded £2000 
towards the general running costs of the shop, and thus contribute to 
ongoing sustainability in serving our local communities.
Could your organisation benefit from funding? Applications must be 
received by no later than October 31st for consideration at November’s 
Parish Council Meeting,
To apply to the Oake Sunshine Fund please visit 
www.somersetcf.org.uk/oake or contact Andy Ridgewell for further 
details: 01749 344949 / 07804 026142 / 
andrew.ridgewell@somersetcf.org.uk.

You would be most welcome to 
come and join a group of local 
ladies who meet to round off the 
week with a game of badminton. 
Our enthusiasm is matched by our 
laughter and chatter - an 
inexpensive  activity in our lovely 
hall.





If you are a shareholder, you will have received a comprehensive report 
by email following the meeting held at the end of October. 
There is also a report within the Parish Council Meeting notes in the 
“News from the Villages” -  December issue explaining the various 
issues which are now being addressed by the new management 
committee which assumed responsibilities from the beginning of 
December.

Are you aware that not only can you draw out cash at the post office, but 
you can pay in cheques to most of the main UK clearing banks, 
particularly useful with local branches closing and time saving when a 
trip into Taunton can take up valuable time.

We hope you have enjoyed Angie’s Christmas Jumper Challenge and 
thank you for your very generous sponsorship - as we go to press, she 
has just one day to go  - here’s hoping she can make it!




